Diplogma - gen
Ministry

N sperience personal spiritual growth and : response 1o the needs of God's people.
strengthen your contribution to your faith
community by participating in StFX University's Tnthis Apostolic Exhortation, Catechesi Tradendae, 1o
Diploma in Ministry program. This flexible Distance - the faithful of the Church on faith development in our
Education program is designed to meet the needs of time, His Holiness Pope John Paul IT states:
adult learners by offering part-time study at home,
|‘[ ‘o the Chuich is bidden by God and by ezvenis
“The Spirit of the Lovd has been given to 1o renew her trust in catechetical activily as a
nie.... has anoiited me,.., bds sent me o H prime asprect of her mission. She is bidden to
bring good news fo the poor; to praclaim l affer catechesis ber best resources in people
liberty to caplives, und to the blind new sight, and BMI{{{H without sparing effort, toil or
to set the downitrodden free; to proclain the material means, in order lo organize it better
Lord's year of favour” (Lk 4:48-19), and to train gualified personnel. This is no
( wmere human calenlation; it is an attitude of
With these words, Jesus proclaims his ministry 10 bring. Jaith.”
peaple into a new and redeemed relationship with God John Paul 11

and each other. Today, the Church continues Jesus”
‘miissfon, Through our Baptism, we accept Jesus'
miission and make it our own. Each of us is called 1o
discipleship,

“Ministry,” n the gencral sense, refers to the specific
means of aucompl‘lshingg an intended nission, Minisiey
is always responsive - it calls for action that is ulti-
mately directed toward promoting our refationship with
God and each other. These actions illustrate God's
presence in our world and empower us to live fully in
communion with God and our neighbour. There ave
diverse ministries given by God as giftsto the Church in

The University

St Francis Xavier University (StFX) is 4 leading national
universitv. Founded in 1833 by the Diocese of
Antigonish, the university is proud of its strong Catholic
heritage. StFX is recognized nationally and
internationally for its commitment to social justice and
community service, as well as its proven reputation in
the field of adult education and distance delivery
progranmming.

Diploma in Ministry

The Diplonviin Ministry program is an initiative of the
University's Faith Development Institute which has
received widespread interest from across
Canada. Expert religious educators have
recommended the program content,
developed by professionals with extensive
background in theology and/or adult
religious education,
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Who should enrol? This diploma is for people who
wish 1o learn abodi their ;Fuﬁﬁ for personal reasonsand
far those invalved (er wishing fo be involved) in a
variety of minisiries-at the porish, diocesan or other
levels. Seme candidates may hove talents and skills

-that they would like io offer fo the Church community,
bui may require additional knowledge and confidence.
Others may be currently working in ministry, but are
seeking personal and professional development.
Reflecting on the reality of today's Church, there are a
variety of needs that call for o respensive minisiry. The
diplema pregram will strive fo address these new needs
as they emerge:

" How long is the program? The diploma requires.

cempletion of five courses that may be achievediin 2.5

5 lo 5 years:

' What is the program's purpose? The overall
~obijective of the program is to strengtheni the faith
- communily in Conado through ministy formation.

What is the educational focus?
This educctional opperfunityis bullt en the following
principles that suppert the goal of faith formafion:

* Ministry: Ministry, os a coll to service, is @ cenlral
theme in ihe program. The role.of the laiiy is
explored ot the porish, diccesan and'other [evels.arid |
is integrated throughout the pregram.
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Application for Admission

The minimum academic admission requirement s grade twelve
certification or its equivalent. Applicants wha cannot meet this
requirement may qualify for entrance under the University's Mature
Studdent Palicy. Upon entey 1o the program, you will receive an
orientation package detailing program policies/procedures, Later, you
will receive a learning package, along with information ihout your
advisor and local meetings
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* Pastoral Formation; The program provides the
knowledge and skills required to lead, facilitate, or
organize ofhers in foith development activities at the:
parish/diccesan or other levels, The program
culminates in the application of leaming in a ministry-
related project. T

+ Christian Spirituality: The program recegnizes that
personal spiritual growih is essential fo ministry.
Courses in the developmert of Christian :‘bgl_i_g%gm

practice encourage the growih of both communify and s
g " ¥ i

personal faith.

DISTANCE EDUCATION
These courses are delivered by distance educ
incorporate features that' contibule fo the
odulf learners. Many:adults deseribe th
hame study as the main reoson far chops _.
delivery program. The Diplomatin Miristry, program
follows a leamer-centred approach, =~

Key features of the program include:

= Course Materials - At the beginning of eai
you receive a learning package consistitig
maferials q:nd_,s‘up'plementqm, ; :
sludy schedule is included:

* Course Instructors - Access to colise instructors is an
important feature of the program. You may call (toll
free), tox oredmail your instructor with questions or
concerns. The instructor alsa provides written feed-
back o assignments, ; :

Advisors - You are ussigned te alocal advisor whe
can assist and 'support you'in achieving the learming
objectives:of gach course, : : :

* Group Meetings - Throughout fthe program, perodic
sessions with your advisor and other armers in your
area will be arranged at convenient fimes. The:

. pregram encourages a spirit of shafin
learners that will contirue in faith devele
activities beyond the complelion of 1he pr

ogram.

Fees

Program application fee: $30. Tuition is paid course-by-course.
Subject to change, the tuition fee for cach course is $475 (1ext hook
extra). Official tax receipts issued,

ent * Box 5000 Antige nish, NS B2G

5154 » Email: diplomainministry@stx.cc
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Diploma in Ministry Prograrm
Continuing & Distance
Educotion Department

Box 5000 Antiganizh, NS B2G 2W5
Phore: (902) 867-3319
Toll fres 1.877-B67-5562
Fax {902} 847-5154
Evaeiil: diplomai nministyE@sthca
wwwstheeo/academic/minisic

For information on the StFX Diploma in Ministry program, please fill out the following

form and return by postage or fux,

Name:

Address:

Email:

Phone #'s .




