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Message from the Chair – N. Forestell

This past year has been a 
busy and productive one 
for the Department of 
History. The department 
sponsored two guest 
speakers in November, 
Rusty Bitterman of St. 
Thomas University and 
Margaret McCallum of the 
University of New 

Brunswick, who gave a joint public lecture entitled, 
“Canadian Aboriginal Law and Policy goes Global: 
The Calder Case and its Ramifcations,” and a 
classroom talk on the legal and political status of 
widows in PEI during the nineteenth century.
Moreover, a well-attended book launch was held in 
January to celebrate the publication of three books 
produced by current and retired members of the 
department: Dr.Chris Frazer, Bandit Nation: A History 
of Outlaws and Cultural Struggle in Mexico, 1810-
1905; Dr. Laurie Stanley-Blackwell, Tokens of Grace: 
Cape Breton’s Open-Air Communion Tradition; and 
Dr. Aloysius Balawyder, On the Road to Freedom: 
Canadian-East European Relations, 1963-1991. Dr. 
Michael Linkletter who taught the introductory course, 
The History of Western Civilization in 2006-2007, 
(and is a former honour’s student in our department) 
was granted a tenure-track position in the 
Department of Celtic Studies at StFX.

This year also saw the retirement of two long-term 
and dedicated history faculty, Dr. Patricia Hogan and 
Dr. Paul Phillips. Both have taught at StFX. for nearly 
forty years. Dr. Hogan has been much beloved as a 
professor for her enthusiasm and extensive 
knowledge of medieval history – she received the 
StFX. Outstanding Teaching Award in 1991. Dr. 
Phillips has been a very productive scholar 
throughout his tenure at this university having 
published multiple and well-regarded books on British 
history – he received the University Research Award 
in 2002. In recognition of their contributions to the 
Department of History the graduation prize was 
renamed the Hogan-Phillips Prize for the spring 
convocation.

With the impending retirement of Dr. Hogan and Dr. 
Phillips, the department hired two new tenure-track 
faculty, Dr. Rhonda Semple and Dr. Donna 
Trembinski, this past term. Dr. Semple has a Phd 
from King’s College, London with an expertise in 
British imperial history, while Dr. Trembinski received 
a Phd from the Pontifical Institute at the University of 
Toronto and specializes in medieval history. The 
department is looking forward to the arrival of these 
two new faculty and their impressive credentials 
make evident that they will make a significant 
contribution in terms of both teaching and research.

For this upcoming year, the department further 
welcomes Dr. Martha Walls. Replacing Dr. James 
Cameron who is going on a much deserved 
sabbatical, Dr. Walls is a specialist in Canadian 
Aboriginal history. In addition to teaching the survey 
in Canadian history, she will be teaching one of the 
four new courses being introduced by the 
department. These courses are: British History 
After 1707 – History 282 (3 credits); The British 
Empire – History 283 (3 credits); The Body in the 
Middle Ages – History 332 (3 credits); European 
Women’s History – History 380 (3 credits); and, 
Native Peoples and the State – History 397 (6 
credits). See detailed course descriptions below. The 
department has already confirmed a guest speaker 
for September, Dr. Carola Sachse of the University of 
Vienna, who will be speaking on Nazi medical crimes, 
and plans are underway to have a guest speaker who 
does research in the area of medieval history. 
Members of the department are also looking forward 
to working with a record number of advanced major 
and honours students in our program – twenty-two in 
all – who will be doing research on a wide range of 
historical themes.

Recent Department Publications
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New Faculty in Profile

Rhonda Semple  Dr. 
Rhonda Semple is joining 
the History Program at StFX 
after four years teaching at 
the University of Northern 
British Columbia (UNBC) in 
Prince George, and two 
years at Calvin College in 
Michigan. Her research 

interests involve gender and social history in general; 
in particular, her research on Britain and empire in 
the nineteenth century focuses on popular culture, 
belief, culture and issues of race and ethnicity as 
made explicit in western Protestant missions on the 
imperial interface. Dr. Semple’s previous work has 
been published as Women Missionaries: Gender, 
Professionalism and the Victoria Idea of Christian 
Mission (Boydell & Brewer, 2003). Her newer 
research focuses on British Methodists, and in 
particular on the impact that missions and colonialism 
has had – both good and bad – on communal 
identities in north Indian communities and in the 
imperial diaspora.

Dr. Semple arrives at StFX with a diverse 
background which has both informed her research 
interests and shapes her approach to teaching and 
learning. An undergraduate degree in Microbiology 
means that if a class is discussing the effect of 
Contagious Diseases on Britain’s imperial army, the 
PPT may very well include images of syphilitic body 
parts. It was while working in a laboratory that an 
introductory-level World History course taken for 
enjoyment led to Dr. Semple’s ‘great awakening’ as a 
student of the social sciences. She completed her 
doctoral training at King’s College London in 2000.

When she is not teaching, Dr. Semple enjoys 
spending time with her three young children. The 
whole family is looking forward to camping around 
Nova Scotia in their noisy old VW Westfalia, and 
especially to the east coast beaches. 

Donna Trembinski  
After receiving her PhD 
in medieval history from 
the University of Toronto, 
Dr. Trembinski spent 
time researching at 
Brown University in 
Providence, Rhode 
Island and teaching at 
Queen's University in 

Kingston, Ontario.  Though she is fascinated by all 
aspects of the Middle Ages, from the unusual lives of 

the mystics to the travels of explorers like John of 
Plano and Marco Polo, Donna's work focuses on how 
suffering was experienced and conceptualized by 
medieval people in secular and religious spheres.
She has published in Franciscan Studies and has 
articles forthcoming in The Journal of Ecclesiastical 
History and Florilegium.  Her current book project, 
tentatively entitled Suffering for God: Physical and 
Emotional Pain in the Middle Ages, explores the 
contradictions in how pain was perceived and treated 
in the Middle Ages, from medieval peasants and 
townspeople who often sought treatment for 
toothaches, to saints who emulated the physical and 
emotional suffering of Christ.

Martha Walls Martha Walls 
completed her Master’s at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax and 
in 2006 earned her PhD from the 
University of New Brunswick. 
Having taught courses in 
Canadian and Atlantic Canadian 
history, Martha's main area of 
focus is the experiences of 

Canada's First Nations in the 20th century. Her MA 
thesis considers Native responses to the Indian 
Residential School at Shubenacadie, Nova Scotia,
while her PhD dissertation examines the 
implementation in the 20th century of a federal system 
of band elections in Maritime Mi'kmaq communities, 
assessing both the “successes” of this federal 
mandate and the ways in which the Mi'kmaq stymied 
Ottawa’s effort to dictate community politics. Martha 
has an article about an 1940s effort to relocate the 
Maliseet of the St. John River Valley pending in the 
journal Acadiensis and is currently revising her PhD 
dissertation for publication. In her spare time, Martha
enjoys hiking and mountain biking and is looking 
forward to living in Nova Scotia and to being so close 
to the Cabot trail.

Department News

James Cameron  
During the past year, Professor James Cameron taught 
four courses in the department—History of Canada, 
Western Canada: The Prairies, Western Canada: 
British Columbia, and Canadian Immigration and 
Ethnic History. As well, he gave the Annual Dawson 
Scholar Lecture in Truro last November 2006, and had 
an article published in History of Intellectual Culture
(2006) entitled "International Student Integration into 
the Canadian University: A Post-World War Two 
Historical Case Study." Professor Cameron will be on 
sabbatical in 2007-8 and plans to advance his current 
research projects on the history of international 
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students, the history of Canadian amnesty programs 
for illegal immigrants, and historical case studies in 
illegal entry on Canada’s Pacific coast.

Nancy Forestell 
Dr. Nancy Forestell is in the process of completing a
two-volume anthology on first wave feminism which 
she is working on with Dr. Maureen Moynagh of the 
StFX Department of English. The anthology is 
entitled, Transnational Collaboration Cross-currents: 
The First Wave. She recently attended the Annual 
Meeting of the Canadian Historical Association in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan where she gave the 
paper, “Transnational Citizenship in a Post-Suffrage 
Era: Canadian First Wave Feminism, 1919-1939.” She 
also co-organized a conference,  Feminist Activism in 
Conservative Times: A University and Community 
Dialogue, at StFX this past March where she presented 
on, “A Historical Narrative of Political and Academic 
Engagement.”

Chris Frazer 
Dr. Chris Frazer is spending part of his summer this 
year researching a new project, "Fighting Words: 
Competing Voices from the Mexican Revolution" to 
be published with Greenwood Press. It is a collection 
of primary sources from the Mexican Revolution, 
1910-1920. This project follows on the heels of his 
recently published (December 2006) study on the 
history of banditry in 19th-century Mexico, Bandit 
Nation: A History of Outlaws and Cultural Struggle in 
Mexico, 1810-1920 (University of Nebraska Press).  
Dr. Frazer also delivered a paper on travelers and 
bandits in Mexico at the October 2006 conference of 
the Canadian Association of Latin American and 
Carribean Studies (CALACS), held at the University 
of Calgary. This coming September, Dr. Frazer will 
deliver a paper on literature and banditry in Mexico at 
the Montreal congress of the Latin American Studies 
Association (LASA). On the teaching side, Dr. Frazer 
and Dr. Zecker co-taught their inaugural seminar 
"Comparative Themes in the History of the USA and 
Latin America." Finally Dr. Frazer hosted the 3rd 
annual sold-out extravaganza "Priscilla: Queen of the 
Highlands," in January, 2007, at the Keating 
Millennium Centre. 

Pat Hogan
I was warmly welcomed into the StFX History 
Department in 1970, and now thirty-seven wonderful 
years have passed.  On the eve of my retirement, I 
would like to thank my colleagues, past and present, 
for their great generosity, forbearance and wise 
counsel.  A striking goodwill has always 
characterized the department and I extend my very 
best wishes to each and all – Drs. Laurie, Jim, Guy, 
Peter, Paul, Bob, Nancy, Chris, Sam, Martha, Alison, 
Donna, and Rhonda – for your future endeavors and 

success.  Finally, to the more than 4000 students 
whom I have taught over the years, I extend my 
deepest thanks for making my life very worthwhile 
and richly fulfilled.  I have enjoyed trying to 
encourage and assist you, and have profited a 
hundredfold from your avant-garde guidance and rich 
contributions.  Blesssings and thanks.

Samuel Kalman
Dr. Samuel Kalman is currently working on several 
research projects concerning the extreme right in 
interwar France and Algeria.  His book The Faisceau 
and the Croix de Feu: The Extreme Right in Interwar 
France will be published early next year by Ashgate, 
and he is currently completing the research for his 
SSHRC-funded second monograph, an examination 
of fascism in French colonial Algeria.  He is also 
writing a chapter entitled “Fascism and Algérianité: 
The Croix de Feu, Pied-Noir Xenophobia, and the 
Indigenous Question in 1930s Algeria”, for the 
forthcoming collection The French Colonial Mind: 
Mental Maps of Empire and French Colonial Policy-
Making (University of Nebraska Press, 2008), and will 
publish an article entitled “Parasites from all 
Civilizations: The Croix de Feu/Parti social français 
Confronts French Jewry, 1933-1939” in Historical 
Reflections/Réflexions historiques next spring.  He 
has recently given papers at the Society for French 
Historical Studies conference in Houston, and by 
invitation at the Mapping the Colonial Mind gathering 
in Exeter (UK), and is co-organizer of The Interwar 
French Right: Political Choices and Social 
Movements from Conservatism to Fascism, a 
colloquium to be held at the Sorbonne (Université de 
Paris I) in September 2008.

Guy Lalande
Dr. Guy Lalande continues his research in Canadian 
newspapers on the perceptions of the Soviet Union 
(leaders, country, ideology, policies) during the years 
1939-1941.  This past year, he has published book 
reviews in The European Legacy, Historical Studies 
in Education, Canadian Journal of History, 
Theoforum, Urban History Review, and The Russian 
Review.  In 2007-2008, Dr. Lalande will be teaching, 
for the first time since 2003-2004, HIST 275:  Modern 
Japan.

Peter McInnis
Dr. Peter McInnis is currently researching a study 
that examines 1960s-era labour unrest especially the 
mid-Sixties “wildcat” (illegal) strikes – partial research 
for which was provided by the StFX University 
Council for Research. This forms part of a larger 
project looking at trade unions, student groups, and 
New Left actions generally in the Sixties. Portions of 
this research were presented at an interdisciplinary 
conference, “New World Coming: The Sixties and the 
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Shaping of Global Consciousness,” held at Queen’s 
University in June. Dr. McInnis concluded ten years 
service on the Editorial Board for the journal Labour/Le 
Travail, and will be teaching HIST 200 (History of 
Canada), HIST 309 (The Working Class in Canadian 
Society), and HIST 314 (Canada and the Cold War 
Era) for the academic year 2007-08. 

Paul Phillips
Dr. Phillips has retired from the history department.  
However, he will remain affiliated with the university 
as a Senior Research Professor.  At the 40th

anniversary conference of the Victorian Studies 
Association of Ontario meeting at the University of 
Toronto, he was honoured with the title of Victorian 
Scholar in recognition of his long-term contribution to 
Victorian scholarship.  He has also had an article 
accepted by the Journal of the History of Ideas
(University of Pennsylvania Press) on the 
evolutionary humanism of Sir Julian Huxley.  In 
October he will be giving a paper on Barbara Ward 
and the B.B.C. at the annual meeting of the 
Northeast Conference on British Studies.

Laurie Stanley-Blackwell
This past year, Dr. Stanley-Blackwell published her 
fourth book, entitled Tokens of Grace: Cape Breton’s 
Open-Air Communion Tradition.  The book was 
launched in Sydney and Antigonish in January 2007.  
Its author was interviewed by the CBC and featured 
as one of the Research Profiles on the St. Francis 
Xavier University website.  Dr. Stanley-Blackwell was 
invited to speak about Cape Breton’s sacramaid
tradition at a re-enactment of an open-air communion 
at Port Hood in June. Dr. Stanley-Blackwell recently 
completed an article entitled “’All these things are 
worthy of being brought with you”: The Letters of the 
Rev. Matthew Wilson” which is presently under 
review.  

Bob Zecker
Dr. Bob Zecker has a book coming out with Praeger 
Press this December: Metropolis: The City in 
American Popular Culture. He also continues revising 
his next book, Streetcar Parishes:  Slovak Immigrants 
build their non-local communities 1890-1945. This 
July and August Dr. Zecker was at the Library of 
Congress in Washington, D.C., and the Slavic 
Languages Division of the New York Public Library 
and Butler Library, Columbia University, New York, 
conducting research on the coverage of race in the 
Slavic immigrant press.   This past May, he 
completed his term as Chair of the University Senate, 
and continues to sit on the University Appeals 
Committee and Handbook Committee.

One faces the future with one’s past.
Pearl S. Buck

Student News

Prize Winners, 2006-2007

Barry MacKenzie
Hogan-Phillips History Prize

Andrew MacKinnon – Dr. Marguerite Michaud Prize 
for Canadian Studies

Megan McIntosh – Ambassador of Austria Book Prize

Honours History Theses 2006-2007
Catherine Barker, “Useless History?: The Role of 
Latin American Testimonial Literature” (C. Frazer, 
Supervisor)

Jeremy Clowater, “The Hitler Jugend: Propaganda, 
Coercion, and Resistance” (S. Kalman, Supervisor)

Erika Fyfe, “’Scoundrels versus Parasites’:  The 
Prince Edward Island Question and the 
Transformation from Leasehold to Freehold Tenure” 
(L. Stanley-Blackwell, Supervisor)

Sarah Gordon, “The Role of Scotland and Ireland in 
the breakdown of the Early Stuart Monarchy in 
Britain” (P. Phillips, Supervisor)

Mari Ikeda, “The Allied Occupation of Japan and the 
Postwar US-Japan Relationship: American Directive 
or Japanese Initiative?” (R. Zecker, Supervisor)

Laura Jones, “A Transcendent Interest: The Entry of 
the United States into World War I, 1914-1917” (R. 
Zecker, Supervisor)

Ian MacIsaac, “’Fascist Externalities’: The Public and 
Private Policy of Business and Industry in Nazi 
Germany” (S. Kalman, Supervisor)

Barry MacKenzie, “From Rule to Reign: Hanoverian 
Monarchy in Britain”  (P. Phillips, Supervisor)

Andrew MacKinnon, “Acadian Resistance, 1755-
1763” (L. Stanley-Blackwell, Supervisor)

Nancy Schnarr, “Painting for a Nation: Canada and 
the Group of Seven” (L. Stanley-Blackwell, 
Supervisor)
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Senior Advanced Major Research Papers 2006-
2007
Graham Connors, “Late Nineteenth-Century British 
Imperialism: A Historiography of Causes” (P. Phillips, 
Supervisor)

Adam Kania, “Bioethics: An Examination of the 
Eugenics Movement during the Early Twentieth 
Century on the Medical Profession in Canada.” (P. 
McInnis, Supervisor)

Megan Patullo, “The Cultural Dominance of the 
British Middle Class, 1850-1870” (P. Phillips, 
Supervisor)

Nicholas Sehl, “The Intellectual Origins of Nazi 
Ideology and their Application: Scavengers of the 
Volk” (P. Phillips, Supervisor)

Joseph T. Whyte, “In the Shadow of the Red Giant:
An Analysis of the Post-World War II Peace 
Settlement” (P. Phillips, Supervisor)

Off to Graduate School
Erika Fyfe (Trent University), Sarah Gordon 
(Dalhousie University), Bethany Knourek (York 
University), Barry MacKenzie (University of New 
Brunswick), Nancy Schnarr (University of Victoria), 
Jeremy Clowater (McMaster University), and Ian 
MacIsaac (McMaster University)

New History Courses

British History After 1707 – History 282 (3 credits)
This is a survey course covering the political, social 
and economic changes in society from 1707 to the 
end of the twentieth century.

The British Empire – History 283 (3 credits)
Britain was the world’s first modern superpower. It 
dominated the world politically, economically, 
militarily and culturally.  This course will examine both 
the measurables of imperial economic and political 
domination, but also the intangibles; Britons 
themselves came to believe that they exemplified 
national characteristics that denoted imperial rulers. 
What all led to that mindset, and how was that 
viewed by subject populations? Regional studies will 
enable us to understand the relationship between 
metropole and settlers, administrators, and colonial 
populations. 

The Body in the Middle Ages – History 332 (3 
credits)
This class explores late medieval conceptions of the 
physical body, which was always essential to identity 
in the Middle Ages. Medieval discussions of the 

practice of reading, clothing and fashion and even 
spiritual union with God often revolved around 
debates and metaphors based upon the physical 
body.  Through an exploration of primary and 
secondary texts along with seminar discussions, the 
class will explore the interconnectedness of late 
medieval ideas of corporeality, identity, spirituality 
and sexuality.

European Women’s History – History 380 (3 
credits)
This course examines major issues in the history of 
women in Europe from the pre-industrial era to the 
present. Themes to be covered include: gender as a 
tool for historical analysis, the changing participation 
of women in the work force and in revolutionary and 
and reform movements, transformations in the 
domestic sphere, widening educational opportunities, 
and women in imperialism and global 
movements. Gender roles are dynamic and are the 
outcome of particular historical processes; students 
in this course will learn how historians untangle 
implications about a myriad of gendered identities 
based on the evidence of historical records. 

Native Peoples and the State – History 397 (6 
credits)
This course offers a detailed examination of  the 
complex relationship between Aboriginal people and 
the Canadian state from the mid-nineteenth century 
to the present.  The course will examine state efforts 
to assimilate Aboriginal people, as well as the efforts 
of Aboriginal men and women to resist this 
assimilation and to assert their social, political, and 
economic autonomy and to preserve their collective 
identities. Topics include: the Indian Act, residential 
schools, gender and Canadian “Indian” policy, the 
rise of Aboriginal political organizations, Aboriginal 
people and the courts, and the quest for Aboriginal 
rights and self-government. 

Retirees – Dr. Pat Hogan and Dr. Paul 
Phillips
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COURSE OFFERINGS, 2007-2008

Course Title Instructor Term
Time 
Block

HIST 100.11 Western Civilization D. Trembinski Full A1/A2/A3
HIST 100.12 Western Civilization G. Lalande Full C1/C2/C3
HIST 100.13 Western Civilization S. Kalman Full D1/D2/D3
HIST 110.11 Global History Since 1300 C. Frazer Full F1/F2/F3
HIST 110.12 Global History Since 1300 R. Zecker Full B1/B2/B3
HIST 110.13 Global History Since 1300 R. Semple Full L1/L2/L3
HIST 110.14 Global History Since 1300 A. Butler Full N3
HIST 200.11 History of Canada M. Walls Full F1/F2/F3
HIST 200.12 History of Canada P. McInnis Full D1/D2/D3
HIST 200.13 History of Canada M. Walls Full K1/K2/K3
HIST 209 Maritimes 1500-1950 L. Stanley-Blackwell Full E1/E2/E3
HIST 242.10 United States to 1865 R. Zecker 1st E1/E2/E3
HIST 244.20 The United States after 1865 R. Zecker 2nd E1/E2/E3
HIST 255 Colonial Latin America C. Frazer 1st B1/B2/B3
HIST 256.20 Modern Latin America C. Frazer 2nd B1/B2/B3
HIST 262 Europe 20th Century S. Kalman 2nd P1/P2/P3
HIST 275 Modern Japan G. Lalande Full L1/L2/L3
HIST 282 British History after 1707 R. Semple 1st M1/M2/M3
HIST 283 The British Empire R. Semple 2nd M1/M2/M3
HIST 300 Canadian Culture & History L. Stanley-Blackwell Full M1/M2/M3
HIST 309 Working Class in Cdn History P. McInnis Full Q1/Q2
HIST 314.20 Canada & The Cold War Era P. McInnis 1st EF/FE
HIST 320 The USSR 1917-1991 G. Lalande Full J1/J2/R3
HIST 326.20 History of Cuba C. Frazer 2nd C1/C2/C3
HIST 330 Medieval Society & the Individual D. Trembinski Full E1/E2/E3
HIST 332 Medieval Body D. Trembinski 1st T1/T2
HIST 337.10 Modern Mexico C. Frazer 1st C1/C2/C3
HIST 343 The Place of Race R. Zecker 2nd GH/HG
HIST 384 European Women's History R. Semple 2nd Q1/Q2
HIST 390 World War I G. Lalande Full G1/G2/G
HIST 397 Native Peoples and the State M.Walls Full HJ/JH
HIS 398 Sexuality, Gender and the Body N. Forestell 2nd EF/FE
HIST 400 Seminar:  Canadian History L. Stanley-Blackwell Full T1/T2
HIST 460 Seminar: Moden European S. Kalman Full N1
HIST 490 Thesis T. Department Full TBA

The past is never dead; it isn’t even past.
William Faulkner

For more information, contact:
Dr. Nancy Forestell
Department of History Phone:  (902)867-3804
St. Francis Xavier University Fax: (902)867-3610
Antigonish, NS  B2G 2W5 email:  nforeste@stfx.ca
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