
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER UNIVERSITY 
ANTH 320/DEVS 321 PEOPLE AND DEVELOPMENT FALL 2021

I would like to begin by acknowledging that we are in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded
territory of the Mi’kmaq People. This territory is covered by the “Treaties of Peace and
Friendship” which Mi’kmaq and Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) Peoples first signed with the British
Crown in 1725. The treaties did not deal with surrender of lands and resources but in fact
recognized Mi’kmaq and Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) title and established the rules for what was to
be an ongoing relationship between nations. 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Susan Vincent (Office: JBB 335E; tel: 867-5281; email: svincent@stfx.ca)
Office hours (to be held virtually): Mondays 1300-1400; Thursdays 1100-1200). Also,
please email me outside of those hours with any questions or concerns, or just to chat.

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course critically examines who engages in development and how development

policy and practice have affected target populations. Students will develop critical analytical
skills and knowledge by examining the strengths and weaknesses of strategies such as those
promoting popular participation, gender equality, small-scale business, local knowledge and
democratic reform, as well as of different forms of development institutions. The course uses
case studies based on long-term, first-hand participant observation to examine how specific
communities experience development processes in larger historical, political and economic
contexts.

Development can be defined as specific local interventions to achieve desired goals, as
broad policy structures to bring about sustained economic or social improvement, or as an
immanent process in which societies change as a result of internal forces. The focus in this
course is on the people who are involved in development in different roles. It is based on the idea
that there are real people who are carry out, plan and are affected by different development
strategies or by the lack of any form of intentional development. The politics of how they are
viewed, what form assistance takes, and the terms of their inclusion, exclusion and degree of
choice are critically important. We need to resist both facile demonizing of international
institutions and romanticizing of the grassroots. We also examine how specific groups, especially
those framed as vulnerable, experience development.

Student participation is strongly encouraged in this course. Students are expected to have
read the required readings ahead of time and to come to class prepared to discuss them. There
will be several small assignments, including in-class group work, that will be used to explore
different aspects of the ideas presented in the course.

READINGS: The course readings will be available electronically through the library web site or
on the Internet.

COURSE DELIVERY: This course is designed to be offered in face-to-face teaching, with
flexibility to adapt to online delivery should that be necessary. Students are reminded that StFX
may decide to move to online teaching if pandemic conditions warrant.

mailto:svincent@stfx.ca)
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EVALUATION:
Posts on readings/reactions (throughout course): 20%
Group work/small assignments (throughout course): 20%
Essay outline (due Oct. 15): 20%
Essay (due Nov. 19): 40%

STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP THE FOLLOWING SKILLS IN THIS COURSE:
- develop the critical ability to apply anthropological theory to relevant material
- identify material that is relevant as evidence in the context of the course and the discipline
- build an understanding of anthropological methods such that students can evaluate the
appropriateness of different standard methods for solving problems;
- students should be able to justify the use of specific methods
- an ability to critique published research on the basis of its methodology and its analysis
- an ability to review, present and critically evaluate a range of anthropological and other
information to:

a) frame an appropriate question for the purpose of solving a problem;
b) develop a clear hypothesis in response to the question;
c) articulate a sound and advanced theoretical framework to analyse the information in
support of the argument;
d) conduct research to generate or locate relevant information;
e) critically review and  analyse information from multiple qualitative or quantitative data
sets;
f) present the argument in a clear written format

- an ability to communicate information, arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably, orally
and in writing to a range of audiences.

RE TESTS, ASSIGNMENTS AND CLASS CONDUCT: the following rules have been
designed to ensure fairness to all students, to facilitate your academic success, and to allow
me to fulfill my responsibilities.  
1. Assignment dates are fixed and cannot be changed.
2. Essay assignments must be submitted in HARD COPY (if we are face-to-face) AND

ON MOODLE. Other assignments must be submitted on Moodle
3. Written assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day  specified. I WILL

NOT ACCEPT LATE PAPERS. If you have a legitimate reason for missing an
assignment or test, inform me AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, preferably ahead of time. I do
not accept papers after I have returned those already submitted; in this situation you may
be given an alternate assignment. Papers handed in after the last day of the term in which
they are due will receive a mark of zero.

4. You are required to keep a copy of assignments when you hand them in. Keep the 
returned marked assignment until the end of the course.

5. PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED: Suspected cases
of plagiarism will be reported to the appropriate authorities and proven cases will result in
a mark of zero for the assignment. See the University’s policy on plagiarism and cheating
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(see http://www2.mystfx.ca/registrars-office/academic-integrity ). Not intending to
plagiarise is not a legitimate excuse. Know what is included in the definition and ensure
that the paper you submit meets acceptable academic standards according to the policy.
When in doubt, consult with me.

6. You are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for all in-class discussion and
assigned material. IF YOU MISS THREE CLASSES OR MORE, WHETHER FOR
ILLNESS OR FOR ANY OTHER REASON, YOUR ABILITY TO PASS WILL BE
SEVERELY COMPROMISED. At the very least, inform me or the Dean’s office if you
must miss classes.

7. Technology in the Classroom Policy (for face-to-face teaching): Cell phone use in
class, unless the phone is being used explicitly for research or learning purposes
permitted by the instructor, distracts from the learning of the student using the cell phone,
the other students and inhibits the instructor’s teaching. Therefore, cell phone use in class
is prohibited unless the instructor asks that students use their cell phones for a specific
exercise.
Students may use computers or tablets in class to take notes. Students who are using
computers or tablets for other purposes will be asked to close them.

8. Class Materials Copyright Notification: The materials from Department of
Anthropology courses, including but not limited to the course syllabus, class notes or
PowerPoint presentations provided by the instructor, lectures, or assignments and other
materials authored by the instructor, are the property of the instructor, unless stated
otherwise by the instructor. Sharing, posting or selling this material to third parties on-
line or otherwise (for instance, through on-line sites or on social media sites) for
distribution without permission is subject to Canadian Copyright law and is strictly
prohibited. Students are required to request permission to record lectures or take images
of any part thereof.  For more information, please visit the StFX copyright guide:
http://www2.mystfx.ca/sites/mystfx.ca.library/files/StFX_Copyright_Policy_January_201
6.pdf

9. My responsibility is to maintain the academic standards of St Francis Xavier University
as well as of my discipline as I transmit knowledge about the course subject to the
students and foster the development of critical academic reading, researching, analytical
and writing skills. I will endeavour to do this in a way that recognizes that students have
other demands on their time, and within the constraints presented by my other teaching,
administrative and research duties. I will return marked assignments as quickly as I can
and am happy to meet with students to discuss the course. 

EQUITABLE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Everyone learns more effectively in a respectful, safe and equitable learning environment, free
from discrimination and harassment.  I invite you to work with me to create a classroom
space—both real and virtual—that fosters and promotes values of human dignity, equity, non-
discrimination and respect for diversity.  These values and practices are in accord with the StFX 
Discrimination and Harassment Policy which can be found at http://sites.stfx.ca/equity/. 

http://www2.mystfx.ca/registrars-office/academic-integrity
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Please feel free to talk to me about your questions or concerns about equity in our classroom or in
the StFX community in general. If I cannot answer your questions or help you address your
concerns, I encourage you to talk to the Human Rights and Equity Advisor  (Megan Fogarty,
mfogarty@stfx.ca ; 902-867-5306). 

INFORMATION ABOUT REQUESTING AN ACCOMMODATION AT STFX
If you have a disability and would like to request accommodations, please contact me during the
first week of the semester so that your accommodations may be provided in a timely manner. The
Tramble Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) provides assistance in determining and
facilitating appropriate accommodations for students with verified disabilities.

The Tramble Centre for Accessible Learning welcomes students with documented permanent
disabilities and offers them a student-centred program of support. Located in Room 108 of the
Angus L MacDonald Library, new and returning students meet with program staff to discuss
options for support. The deadline for registering with the Centre is two weeks prior to the end of
classes each semester and three business days’ notice is required for booking all accommodated
tests and exams. To book an appointment please use the following link: stfxcal.mywconline.com 
Phone 902-867-5349; Email: tramble@stfx.ca 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
Sept. 14:  Introduction to course/expectations/a sketch of the architecture of development

Sept. 17: Introduction: Development and people-oriented analysis
READ: Eyben, Rosalind. 2014. “Chapter 1: Introduction: Reflexive Practice” in R.
Eyben International Aid and the Making of a Better World: Reflexive Practice. London:
Routledge, 1-21. Available from http://rosalindeyben.net/book-chapters-3/.

Additional:  Parpart, Jane & Henry Veltmeyer. 2004. “The development project in theory and
practice: A review of its shifting dynamics.” Canadian Journal of Development Studies /
Revue canadienne d'études du développement, 25(1): 39-59, DOI:
10.1080/02255189.2004.9668959 

Sept. 21: What do recipients of aid think about it? What do development workers think about
their work?

READ: Anderson, M.B., Brown, D. and Jean, I. 2012. “Chapter Three: The Cumulative
Impacts of International Assistance.” In  Time to Listen: Hearing People on the Receiving
End of International Aid. Cambridge, MA: CDA Collaborative Learning Projects, 17-32.
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/time-listen-hearing-people-receiving-end-international-a
id
ALSO READ: Okail, Nancy. 2010. “Dancing to the Tune.” The Broker.
https://www.thebrokeronline.eu/dancing-to-the-tune-d11/

Sept. 24: Development projects and their logics. Much development is conceptualised as

http://rosalindeyben.net/book-chapters-3/.
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“projects.” What are the effects of this?
READ: Freeman, Scott, and Mark Schuller. 2020. “Aid projects: The effects of
commodification and exchange.” World Development 126: article 104731.

SEPTEMBER 25: FOR OPTION ESSAY TOPICS, THIS IS THE DATE BY WHICH YOU
MUST SIGN UP FOR THE SERVICE LEARNING OPTION; IT IS ALSO THE DATE BY
WHICH YOU MUST HAVE RECEIVED APPROVAL FROM ME FOR YOUR OWN ESSAY
TOPIC.

Sept. 28: Who is the subject of development I? How do pandemics arise, what are their
consequences for marginalized people, and what should be done about it? Note: This
will be the basis of the Global Issues Forum, in which you will participate on October
5, and is related to the default essay topic.

READ: Liu, Andrew. 2020. “‘Chinese Virus,’ World Market: The best safeguard against
the novel coronavirus is the ability to voluntarily withdraw oneself from capitalism.” n +
1 Magazine, 20 March 2020.
https://nplusonemag.com/online-only/online-only/chinese-virus-world-market/
ALSO READ: Adams, Vincanne. 2020. “Disasters and Capitalism…and COVID-19.”
Somatosphere. 26 March 2020.
http://somatosphere.net/2020/disaster-capitalism-covid19.html/

Additional: Edmiston, Paige. 2020. “Cultivating Resemblance: Moving Strangers on the Internet
to Care.” In “Pandemic Diaries: Affect and Crisis,” Carla Jones, ed., American
Ethnologist website, May 20 2020,
[https://americanethnologist.org/features/pandemic-diaries/pandemic-diaries-affect-and-cr
isis/cultivating-resemblance-moving-strangers-on-the-internet-to-care]

Oct. 1:  Who does development I? The development worker: Note how Forde’s autoethnographic
approach uses his own experience as evidence that is analysed in terms of the theoretical
concept of the “white saviour.” That is, he does not just write a diary, rather, he uses his
experience as evidence that is critically analysed.
READ: Forde, S.D., 2015. “Fear and loathing in Lesotho: An autoethnographic analysis
of sport for development and peace.” International Review for the Sociology of Sport,
50(8): 958-973.

Oct. 5: GLOBAL ISSUES FORUM

Oct. 8: Who is the subject of development II? ICT4D and youth: What is the evidence about
whether access to information and communications technologies actually supports
development? Or, is it more development of ICT to support consumerism? How might
this change given the current reliance on virtual connection over physical connection due
to the COVID-19 pandemic?
READ: Chapters 4, 5, and 6 in Eggert, B.P., 2018. Can you hear me now?: Smartphones,
youth, and development in a Dominican informal settlement (Master’s dissertation).
https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/68626

http://somatosphere.net/2020/disaster-capitalism-covid19.html/
https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/68626
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ALSO READ:  Porter, Gina, Kate Hampshire, Albert Abane, Alister Munthali, Elsbeth
Robson, Ariane De Lannoy, Augustine Tanle & Samuel Owusu. 2020. “Mobile phones,
gender, and female empowerment in sub-Saharan Africa: Studies with African youth.”
Information Technology for Development, 26:1, 180-193

Oct. 12: Thanksgiving Monday (no class)

OCTOBER 15: PAPER PROPOSAL DUE

Oct. 15: Who does development II? How do communities participate in development? How do
they initiate and drive their own development?

READ: Malin Hasselskog, Malin. 2016. “Participation or what? Local experiences and
perceptions of household performance contracting in Rwanda.” Forum for Development
Studies, 43(2):177-199.
READ: Kral, Michael J., 2012. “Postcolonial suicide among Inuit in arctic Canada.”

Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry, 36(2):306-325.

Additional: Cornwall, Andrea and Garett Pratt (2010) “The use and abuse of participatory rural
appraisal: Reflections from practice.” Agriculture and Human Values 28(2): 263-272 

Boesten, Jelke, Anna Mdee and Frances Cleaver. 2011. “Service delivery on the cheap?
Community-based workers in development interventions.” Development in Practice,
21(1): 41-58, DOI: 10.1080/09614524.2011.530230

Howard-Wagner, Deirdre. 2018. Successful urban Aboriginal-driven community development: a
place-based study of Newcastle.  Australian National University Centre for Aboriginal
Economic Policy Research, Discussion Paper 293.

Sari, Y.I., 2018. The Building of “Monuments”: Power, Accountability and Community Driven
Development in Papua Province, Indonesia. Unpublished PhD thesis, Australian National
University.
https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/149497/1/Yulia%20Indrawati
%20Sari_Complete%20Thesis.pdf

Oct. 19: Who does development III?  Are non-governmental agencies better development
actors? This article also addresses orphans and vulnerable children, a quintessential
development category.

READ: Rasmussen, L.M., 2017. “In the Name of Sustainability: Contradictory Effects of
NGO-Driven Development in Malawi.” The European Journal of Development Research,
29(2): 312-327.

Additional: Crewe, Emma. 2014. “Doing development differently: Rituals of hope and despair in
an INGO.” Development in Practice, 24:1, 91-104, DOI: 10.1080/09614524.2014.867308

Wedel, J.R. 2014. “Studying Through” a Globalizing World. Building Method through
Aidnographies. IDS Occasional Paper, (24):149-174.
http://rossy.ruc.dk/ojs/index.php/ocpa/article/view/3883

Oct. 22: Who does development IV? How are locally hired staff treated in foreign aid projects?
READ: Sundberg, Molly, 2019. “National Staff in Public Foreign Aid: Aid Localization
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in Practice.” Human Organization, 78(3): 253-263.

Oct. 26: Who does development V? Do migrants help their families or communities? What
inequalities ensue?

READ: Mata-Codesal, D., 2018. “Trickling down or brimming over gains from
remittances? Local processes of economic levelling in rural highland Ecuador.”
Migration and Development, 7(1): 26-39.

Additional: Akanle, O. and Adesina, J.O., 2017. “International migrants’ remittances and kinship
networks in Nigeria: The flip-side consequences.” Journal of Anthropological Research,
73(1): 66-91.

Binford, Leigh. 2003. “Migrant remittances and (under) development.” Critique of Anthropology
23(3): 305-336.  

Cohen, Jeffrey, Richard Jones and Dennis Conway. 2005. “Why Remittances Shouldn't Be
Blamed for Rural Underdevelopment in Mexico: A Collective Response to Leigh
Binford.” Critique of Anthropology, 25(1): 87-96.

Leinaweaver, J.B., 2011. “Kinship Paths to and from the New Europe: A Unified Analysis of
Peruvian Adoption and Migration.” The Journal of Latin American and Caribbean
Anthropology, 16(2): 380-400.

Wiltberger, J., 2014. “Beyond remittances: contesting El Salvador's developmentalist migration
politics.” The Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology, 19(1): 41-62.

Oct. 29: Who does development VI? What do states do for their citizens? Policies rather than
projects.

READ: Vincent, Susan. 2014. “Why beautify the plaza? Reproducing community in
decentralized neoliberal Peru.” Journal of Agrarian Change, 14(4): 522-540.
ALSO READ: Garmany, Jeff. 2017. “Strategies of conditional cash transfers and the
tactics of resistance.” Environment and Planning A, 49(2): 372-388.

Nov. 2: Who does development VII? How do “new donors” do development?
READ: Buckley, Lila. 2013. “Chinese Land-Based Interventions in Senegal:
Understanding political positioning: Actor-oriented strategies.” Development and Change
44(2): 29–450.
ALSO READ: Shankland, Alex and Euclides Gonçalves. 2016. “Imagining Agricultural
Development in South–South Cooperation: The Contestation and Transformation of
ProSAVANA.” World Development 81: 35-46.

Additional: DeHart, M. (2012) “Remodelling the global development landscape: The China
model and south–south cooperation in Latin America.” Third World Quarterly, 33(7):
1359-1375. 

Niu, Z., 2016. “China’s development and its aid presence in Africa: A critical reflection from the
perspective of development anthropology.” Journal of Asian and African Studies, 51(2):
199-221.

Xu, Xiuli,  Xiaoyun Li, Gubo Qi, Lixia Tang  and Langton Mukwereza. 2016. “Science,
technology, and the politics of knowledge: The case of China’s agricultural technology
demonstration centers in Africa.” World Development 81: 82-91.
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Nov. 5, 9: Who is the subject of development III? How have women been addressed?
READ: Kim, E., A. Myrzabekova, E. Molchanova and O. Yarova. 2018. “Making the
‘empowered woman’: Exploring contradictions in gender and development programming
in Kyrgyzstan.” Central Asian Survey, 37(2): 228-246.
READ: Karim, Lamia. 2008. “Demystifying Micro-Credit : The Grameen Bank, NGOs,
and neoliberalism in Bangladesh.” Cultural Dynamics 20(1): 5-29.

Additional: Nelson, E., A. Edmonds, M. Ballesteros, D. Encalada Soto and O. Rodriguez. 2014.
“The unintended consequences of sex education: An ethnography of a development
intervention in Latin America.” Anthropology & medicine, 21(2): 189-201.

Schwittay, A., 2014. “Designing development: Humanitarian design in the financial inclusion
assemblage.” PoLAR: Political and Legal Anthropology Review, 37(1): 29-47.

Nov. 12: Who does development VIII? Citizens as amateur development agents. Why and how
do ordinary citizens get involved in development as amateurs? What are the potential benefits?
What are the potential pitfalls?

READ: Sandri, Elisa. 2018. “‘Volunteer Humanitarianism’: Volunteers and humanitarian
aid in the Jungle refugee camp of Calais.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies,
44(1): 65-80.

Additional reading: Koot, Stajsa and Robert Fletcher. 2020. “Popular Philanthrocapitalism? The
Potential and Pitfalls of Online Empowerment in ‘Free; Nature 2.0 Initiatives.” 
Environmental Communication, 14(3): 287-299.

NOVEMBER 13: COURSE DROP DATE FOR FIRST TERM THREE-CREDIT COURSES

Nov. 16: Who is the subject of development IV? How are those most vulnerable to climate
change involved? 

READ: Johnson, N., 2016. “Chapter 25: Bridging knowledge and action on climate
change: institutions, translation, and anthropological engagement.”  In Susan Crate and
Mark Nuttall, eds. Anthropology and Climate Change: From Actions to Transformations,
London: Routledge, pp.399-412. (On Moodle)
ALSO READ: Moesinger, Anke. 2019. “Influence of socio-economic stressors on
perceptions of climate change on Takuu Atoll, Papua New Guinea.” Journal de la Société
des Océanistes, 149(2): 315-325.

Additional: 
Fuchs, L.E., Peters, B. and Neufeldt, H., 2019. “Identities, interests, and preferences matter:

Fostering sustainable community development by building assets and agency in western
Kenya.” Sustainable Development, 27(4):704-712.

Hirsch, Eric (2017) “The unit of resilience: unbeckoned degrowth and the politics of
(post)development in Peru and the Maldives.” Journal of Political Ecology 24: 462-475

NOVEMBER 19: PAPER DUE

Nov. 19: Who does development IX? Why and how do celebrities get engaged in
development? Are they “authentically” interested?
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READ: Budabin, Alexandra Cosima, Louise Mubanda Rasmussen and Lisa Ann Richey.
2017. “Celebrity-led development organisations: the legitimating function of elite
engagement.” Third World Quarterly, DOI: 10.1080/01436597.2017.1322465

Nov. 23: Who is the subject of development V? The intercountry orphan industry or
humanitarian development?

READ: Cheney, Kristen and Karen Smith Robati. 2017. “Addicted to orphans: How the
Global Orphan Industrial Complex jeopardizes local child protection systems.” In C.
Harker et al. (eds.), Conflict, Violence and Peace, Geographies of Children and Young
People. Singapore: Springer, 89-107. (On Moodle).

Additional: Cheney, Kristen. 2014. “‘Giving children a better life?’ Reconsidering social
reproduction, humanitarianism and development in intercountry adoption.” The European
Journal of Development Research 26, (2) (04): 247-263,
http://libproxy.stfx.ca/login?url=https://search-proquest-com.libproxy.stfx.ca/docview/15
07069903?accountid=13803 (accessed December 19, 2019).

Nov. 26: Who is the subject of development VI?  How can refugees be involved in their own
development?

READ: Malkin, Noga. 2015. “My brother’s keeper: The double experience of refugee
aid-workers.” Journal of Peacebuilding & Development 10(3): 46-59.
ALSO READ:  Gatter, Melissa N. 2017. “Restoring childhood: humanitarianism and
growing up Syrian in Za`tari refugee camp.” Contemporary Levant, 2(2): 89-102.

Additional: Autesserre, Séverine. 2016. “The responsibility to protect in Congo: The failure of
grassroots prevention.” International Peacekeeping, 23(1): 29-51, DOI:
10.1080/13533312.2015.1080595

Devine, Jennifer A. 2016. “Politics of post-war tourism in Guatemala: Contested identities,
histories, and futures.”  L’Espace Politique. Revue en ligne de géographie politique et de
géopolitique, (28). https://journals.openedition.org/espacepolitique/3723.

Nov. 30: Course conclusion

DESCRIPTION OF TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS:

Posts on readings/reactions (20% of course grade): For 10 of the required readings of the
course, you must submit a response to me via Moodle 24 hours before class time. Each response
will be about 300-500 words in length. You may choose which readings you wish to write about.
Include these elements in your response:
a) What is the author arguing? (Note that not all readings have clear arguments.) This is worth ½
mark. This will be marked according to the accuracy of your answer.
b) Connect this article to central ideas in the course, such as to other articles we have discussed
or ideas that have come up in class. Explain whether the ideas are in agreement or opposed, or
whether they cast different insights on an issue. This is worth ½ mark. This will be marked based
on how well you show you can make informed connections in the material.
c) Your critical appreciation of the article; that is, engage with it critically: Do you like it? What
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do you find important or insightful? Do you dislike it? What about it is problematic? Remember
to explain your response. This is worth 1 mark. This will be marked based on the depth of the
analysis you provide.

Each post is thus worth 2 marks, and you must do 10 of them. You are permitted to do more than
10 and to have the best 10 marks count. Remember to use proper referencing, as not quoting (and
don’t quote more than 30 words total in your assignment) or citing information properly will
lower your mark.

Group work/small assignments (20% of course grade): There will be several small
assignments, carried out either in groups or individually, throughout the course. These will be
explained in class. The purpose of these is to give you an opportunity to practice with the
material and to provide you with feedback on your performance in the class. There will probably
be between 3 and 6 of these; each will be worth an equivalent fraction of the 20%). One will be
based on the Global Issues Forum, to be held on October 5.

Paper (40%): (Due November 19). The paper should be 2500-3500 words in length (this is
about 8 to 12 pages). You must put the word count on your title page.  SEE THE STYLE
GUIDE ON THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY WEB SITE FOR PROPER
STYLE (http://stfx.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=3538355)
Choose one of the following topics:
1. In the context of COVID-19, what are the roles of different actors (state and state-funded,

NGOs, international community, local community) in addressing the health and economic
needs of vulnerable populations? Note that this is the general form of the question. You
should narrow it down to address a specific vulnerable population, or type of population
(for example, market sellers) and perhaps focus on two of the potential actors. Use at
least one required reading to frame your approach concerning roles and look for evidence
among blogs, opinion pages and so on from or about specific vulnerable groups. You are
looking for articles that include the perspectives of people who are either community
members or those involved in providing assistance. Look for about five blog type articles.
At the end of this outline is a list of sources that might provide you with ideas about how
to approach this topic. Note that they can be used to help frame the analysis, but are not
appropriately people-based to serve as sources of evidence. For that, you need articles
based on first-hand research among people involved in the issues, or perspectives of those
people.  Some possibilities are listed below. 

https://includeplatform.net/inclusive-development-covid-19-pandemic/.
https://globalvoices.org/2020/06/23/people-with-disabilities-left-stranded-during-national-lockdo
wn-in-uganda/
https://www.iied.org/ – scroll down to the Coronavirus blogs.
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/editors-forum/covid-19
https://www.medizinethnologie.net/future-making-on-hold-kenya-witnessing-corona/ (This
looks really good, with audio from people in Kenya about how they are affected). 

Academic sources such as these may also be useful:
Adom, D., Adu-Mensah, J. and Sekyere, P.A., 2020. “Hand-to-mouth work culture and the

COVID-19 lockdown restrictions: experiences of selected informal sector workers in

https://www.iied.org/
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/editors-forum/covid-19
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Kumasi, Ghana.” Research Journal in Advanced Humanities, 1(2), pp.45-63.
Safdar, M. and Yasmin, M., 2020. “COVID 19: A threat to educated Muslim women's negotiated

identity in Pakistan.” Gender, Work & Organization . DOI: 10.1111/gwao.12457.

2. Service learning: auto-ethnography, virtual development
Service learning and auto-ethnography option. YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR THIS BY
SEPTEMBER 25. The placement is likely to be a virtual one, although there may also be in-
person possibilities. It will involve 20 hours of service for a local organization over the term.

Your paper will be an auto-ethnography about your experience in your service learning
placement. You must refer to the required readings by Eyben (2014) and Forde (2015) as they
provide models for this project. The readings on ICTs and ICT4D will also be of help. The most
obvious points to analyse would relate to how connected you felt to the people, and to how the
digital divide affected what you thought you could contribute.  How did you feel your role as a
community helper was affected by performing your service online rather than in person? Do you
have to be there to make a difference? Was access to electronic equipment and bandwidth an
issue? Additional resources and worksheets will be made available to you.
Gerster, Julia. 2019. “The online-offline nexus: Social media and ethnographic fieldwork in post

3.11 Northeast Japan.” ASIEN–The German Journal of Contemporary Asian Studies 149:
14-32.

McLennan, Sharon J. 2016. “Techno-optimism or Information Imperialism: Paradoxes in Online
Networking, Social Media and Development.” Information Technology for Development,
22:3, 380-399.

Robinson, Laura, Jeremy Schulz, Aneka Khilnani, Hiroshi Ono, Shelia R. Cotten, Noah
McClain, Lloyd Levine, Wenhong Chen, Gejun Huang, Antonio A. Casilli, Paola Tubaro,
Matías Dodel, Anabel Quan-Haase, Maria Laura Ruiu, Massimo Ragnedda, Deb Aikat,
and Natalia Tolentino. 2020. “Digital inequalities in time of pandemic: COVID-19
exposure risk profiles and new forms of vulnerability.” First Monday, 25(7). 
https://journals-uic-edu.libproxy.stfx.ca/ojs/index.php/fm/article/download/10845/9563
doi: http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.stfx.ca/10.5210/fm.v25i7.10845

3. Your own topic, approved by me before 28 September. E.g. you could find people-
oriented discussions of a specific development project (the famous Vicos project from
Peru would be a good choice), and evaluate the project’s success. Another option would
be to write a critical book review of an appropriate work on development (e.g. Tania
Murray Li’s The Will to Improve, James Ferguson’s The Anti-Politics Machine, or David
Mosse’s Cultivating Development, among others).

Some rules: 
1) Use the style described outlined on the Anthropology “Writing and Citing” tab of the library’s
web site (http://stfx.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=3538355).
2) Abide by the StFX Academic Integrity Policy: available from
http://www2.mystfx.ca/registrars-office/academic-integrity. 
3) You are permitted no more than THREE direct quotations from your sources, and none of
these three quotations may be more than 30 words in length. For all other references to content
from your sources you must paraphrase. Note that proper referencing is essential: improperly
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referenced papers are unlikely to receive a passing grade. 

You will be marked on:
1) the quality, strength and clarity of your argument;
2) the quality and clarity of your evidence, including the quality of the sources you use;
3) the appropriateness of the theoretical concepts you use in your analysis and the quality of the
analysis (that is, how well you use the concepts to analyse the evidence);
4) the style and structure of the paper, including proper and complete referencing, grammar,
spelling, word use, sentence structure, essay structure, etc. Note that proper referencing is
essential: improperly referenced papers are unlikely to receive a passing grade. 

PAPER PROPOSAL (20%): (Due October 15) The first stage of writing the paper will be the
paper proposal (replaced by service learning journal for the SL option). The proposal outlines
your intended topic, sources and essay structure. You should include:
a) a title (one that lets the reader know what the paper is about);
b) an introduction to the topic and why it is important to study;
c) a thesis statement (one sentence of no more than 35 words stating what you will argue in
your paper); 
d) an outline of the sections of your paper that makes it clear how you will structure your
argument; include references to the sources you will use in each section and how they will be
used (e.g. for analytical framework/concept, for comparative purposes, for evidence, etc.);
e) a list of the major sources that you plan to use in your essay. Note that you must use the proper
bibliographic form for your list of sources. You MUST use appropriate sources that have
engaged with the subjects, rather than only with archives, previously published sources or other
secondary material. You MUST use at least one required reading from the course. You should
have between 5 and 8 sources. One of the major purposes of this proposal is to ensure that your
sources are appropriate, so spend time making sure they are, and CONSULT WITH ME to make
sure.

The whole assignment should be about 5 pages long. The major purpose of this assignment is to
articulate the topic; develop a strategy for answering a question about it; and identify appropriate
sources to assist you in the analysis.

For those doing the service learning option, this assignment will be composed of a shorter
proposal (due October 15) as well as your journal entries, submitted each week. The shorter
proposal, of a page in length, will explain how you intend to pursue the paper. You will identify
the readings from the course that you will use to frame your essay and explain what your general
line of approach will be. The journal entries are explained in a separate document.

More on COVID-19 but not necessarily appropriate people-based case studies. These will
be helpful to give you ideas about a theme to pursue in your paper.
https://discoversociety.org/category/quickfire/covid-19/
Mostafanezhad, Mary. 2020. “Covid-19 is an unnatural disaster: Hope in revelatory moments of

crisis” Tourism Geographies. DOI: 10.1080/14616688.2020.1763446
Thiongane, Oumy. 2020. “COVID-19 Pandemic Preparedness and Response in West Africa: An
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Anthropological Lens.” Somatosphere. 10 May 2020.
http://somatosphere.net/forumpost/covid19-pandemic-preparedness-response-westafrica/

Volpato, G., Fontefrancesco, M.F., Gruppuso, P., Zocchi, D.M. and Pieroni, A., 2020. “Baby
pangolins on my plate: Possible lessons to learn from the COVID-19 pandemic.” Journal
of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine. 16(19). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13002-020-00366-4

Williamson, Eliza. 2020. “What comes after COVID-19.” Somatosphere. 10 May 2020.
http://somatosphere.net/forumpost/what-comes-after-covid-19/


