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ANTH 320/DEVS 321 

People and Development 

Mondays & Wednesdays, 2:15-3:30pm, NH345 

Fall 2016 

 

Instructor: Dr. Christina Holmes 

 

Office: Bruce Brown 335G, Tel: 867-5853, E-mail: cholmes@stfx.ca 

 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 10am-12noon; Wednesday 1-2 pm; Thursday 1-2pm;     

Other times by appointment         

  

Course Content:  Development can be defined as specific local interventions to achieve 

desired goals, as broad policy structures to bring about sustained economic or social 

improvement, or as an immanent process in which societies change as a result of internal 

forces.  In this course, we consider how anthropologists have examined and participated in 

development. The focus is on the strategies through which anthropologists have examined 

or participated in development.  We will focus particularly on what and how 

anthropologists have learned about development strategies and how they affect real 

people. 

 

Evaluation: 

Midterm Examination:                            20% 

Final Examination:      30% 

Essay:      35% 

Part 1: Literature Exchange – 10% 

Part 2: Essay – 25% 

Reading Quizzes on Moodle:        5% 

Participation Assignments      10% 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Total:      100% 
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Moodle site: Go to the StFX Moodle Login Page at https://moodle.stfx.ca/login/index.php.  

Log in using your StFX username and password.  Click on the Anth 320/Devs321 link to 

access our Moodle site.  We will use Moodle throughout this course, so make sure you can 

connect.  If you have problems, talk to me or to TSG.  

All detailed assignment instructions, weekly reading quizzes, and other features will 

be on Moodle! 

 

Texts and required readings: 

Textbooks:.  

Dimensions of Development: History, Community, and Change in Allpachico, Peru. By Susan 

Vincent. University of Toronto Press, 2012, ISBN 9781442612716 

AND 

Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World. By Arturo 

Escobar. Princeton University Press, 2011, ISBN: 9780691150451 

These books will be available at the STFX Campus.  

 

Other readings are available online or Moodle, as noted below. 

 

Exams: will include a mixture of multiple choice questions, short answer questions, and 

essay questions. 

 

Assignments: 

Participation assignments (10%): This will be made up from exercises done in 

class (13 in total, 1/week), which may include one minute essays, concept maps, 

mini-assignments, etc.  These exercises will be graded for participation, rather than 

content, as they are intended to reward class participation.  They will also direct 

learning so that students have practice with skills that will be evaluated in 

assignments and the final exam.  Make ups will not be allowed, except under 

exceptional circumstances. However, a student only needs to complete 12/13 in 

order to receive full marks. 
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Weekly Reading Quizes on Moodle (10%): This will consist of very simple 

reading comprehension questions about the weeks’ readings in a multiple choice or 

true/false format, as well as a question that asks for a Tweet (140 characters) 

summary of one of the readings (your choice). Must be completed every week by 

Monday at 2pm on the readings assigned for that week. Moodle closes the quiz 

at this point. EXCEPTION: First week’s quiz will be on the syllabus and does 

not close until the following week. You only need to complete 12/13 of these to 

potentially get full marks. Everyone is welcome to complete the 13th quiz to make up 

to 100% for this assignment. Make ups will not be allowed except under exceptional 

circumstances. 

Essay (35%) 

Part 1: Literature Exchange (10%) In preparation for the essay, students 

will do a literature search for, and summary of three articles on the 

anthropology of development. Students will work in groups of four and will 

coordinate so that no one within their group has the same article. The 

assignments will be graded individually, but for full marks, students will 

need to share their final summaries with their group members. (More 

detailed instructions on Moodle.)  Due: Oct. 3, 2016 

Part 2: Essay (25%) What are the advantages and disadvantages to looking 

at the effects of development at different levels?  In particular, compare the 

approaches of Vincent and Escobar, and include at least 5 additional 

references. (More detailed instructions on Moodle.)  Due: Nov. 23, 2016 

 

Course Policies 

All assignments not given directly to me or uploaded to Moodle should be handed 

into the office and time stamped. Do not slide them under my door. 

Students who miss class are responsible for obtaining their own notes. I do not give 

out my class notes. However, powerpoints for the lecture are available on Moodle. 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Cheating and plagiarism will be dealt with in strict accordance to the St. FX’s 

Academic regulations (as described in the Academic Calendar section 3.8; 

http://www.stfx.ca/calendar/ ) 

Make up exams and late assignments:  Students unable to write exams due to 

illness or serious, unexpected circumstance must contact the instructor. Please 

contact the instructor as soon as possible.  Late assignments will not be accepted 

without penalty unless 1) approval is obtained in advance of the deadline, or 2) the 

student has a last minute sickness or emergency that prevented completion.  
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Extensions will not be permitted for reasons of workload, vacations, etc.  If an 

extension is not provided, the late assignment will lose 10% per day that it is late. 

Class Equity Policy 

Everyone learns more effectively in a respectful, safe and equitable learning 

environment free from discrimination or harassment.  I invite you to work with me 

to create a classroom space—both real and virtual—that fosters and promotes 

values of human dignity, equity, non-discrimination and respect for diversity.  These 

values and practices are in accord with the StFX Discrimination and Harassment 

Policy which can be found at http://www.mystfx.ca/campus/stu-serv/equity/. 

Special Accommodations 

Students who require special testing accommodations or other classroom 

modifications should contact Learning Services 

(http://sites.stfx.ca/accessible_learning/services ) and provide documentation of 

disability early in the course. 

 

Course Schedule: 

 

Week 1: Sept. 7: Introduction – Anthropology & Development 

Reading quiz on syllabus/course outline this week! 

 

Week 2: Sept. 12 & 14:  Studying Up, Down, & Sideways  

Readings: Escobar Ch. 1, Vincent Ch. 1, Win 2004 ‘If it Doesn’t Fit on the Blue Square It’s 

Out! An Open Letter to My Donor Friend’ p. 123-127, In Inclusive Aid: Changing Power and 

Relationships in International Development, Edited by Leslie Groves and Rachel Hinton.  

Reminder: reading quizzes close at 2pm on Mondays! 

 

Week 3: Sept. 19 & 21: Trends in the Anthropology of Development 

Readings: David Mosse. 2013. The Anthropology of International Development in Annual 

Review of Anthropology, Vol. 42: 227-246. (In Moodle). 

Vincent Ch. 2,  Escobar Preface to the 2012 edition (available on Moodle) 
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Week 4: Sept. 26 & 28: Historical context & development 

Readings: Escobar Ch. 2, Vincent Ch. 3 

Sept. 26: Final group choice of articles for Literature Exchange 

 

Week 5:Oct. 3 & 5: Economics vs. Subsistence & Relations of Production 

Literature Exchange Due Oct. 3, 2016  

(Possible DEVS Forum on Global Issues this week may change readings – stay tuned!) 

Readings: Escobar Ch. 3, Vincent Ch.4 

 

Friday Oct. 7 – Fall Study Day 

Monday Oct. 10 – Thanksgiving 

 

Week 6: Oct. 12: Rural vs. Urban Development 

Readings: Vincent Ch. 5, Escobar Ch. 4 p. 102-123 

Note: Due to Thanksgiving, this week’s Moodle quiz will close Oct. 12th at 2pm 

 

Week 7: Oct. 17 & 19: Mid term exam 

Mid term exam Oct. 19, 2016 

 

Week 8: Oct. 24 & 26: Food & Development 

Readings: Escobar Ch. 4 p. 123-153, Soleri et al. 2008. Testing assumptions underlying 

economic research on transgenic food crops for Third World farmers: Evidence from Cuba, 

Guatemala and Mexico. Ecological Economics 67: 667-682 (On Moodle) 

 

Week 9: Oct. 31 & Nov. 2: Gender & Development 

Readings: Escobar Ch. 5, Vincent Ch. 6 

 

Week 10: Nov. 7 & 9: NGOs & Post development 

Nov. 11 – Remembrance Day 
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Readings: Vincent Ch. 7, Escobar Ch. 6 

 

Week 11: Nov. 14 & 16: Participatory Development 

Readings: Vincent Ch. 8 & 9 

 

Week 12: Nov. 21 & 23: Innovation & Development 

Essay due Nov. 23, 2016 

Readings: Stone, Glenn. 2007. Agricultural Deskilling and the Spread of Genetically 

Modified Cotton in Warangal.  Current Anthropology 48(1) 67-103. 

 

Week 13: Nov. 28 & 30: Indigenous Knowledge & Development 

Readings: Shepard, Chris. 2004. Agricultural Hybridity and the “Pathology” of Traditional 

Ways: The Translation of Desire and Need in Postcolonial Development. The Journal of 

Latin American Anthropology 9(2): 235-266. 

Croal & Darou. 2002. Canadian First Nations’ experiences with international development. 

P.82-107 in Participating in Development: Approaches to Indigenous Knowledge, Edited by 

Paul Sillitoe, Alan Bicker, & Johan Pottier. London: Routledge. 

 

Final exams: To be scheduled December 7-16.  

Do not make travel plans until the Final Exam schedule has been posted. 

 


