Participant In-Class Recruitment Tips

Recruiting participants is always a difficult chore.  Getting participants to show up for experimental sessions that they have agreed to participate in is even more difficult.  Last year, some honours students experienced a show-up rate that was less than 50% of the total number of participants they had scheduled.  

The easiest way to get large numbers of participants is to have them participate in class.  You should only use this method if you are collecting data from all participants with no restrictions (e.g., don’t have to be in a relationship or left-handed or any other criteria). This is not always possible but when it is, here is what you do:
1)  It is easiest if you schedule in-class participation for the end of a class time.  This way the participants can leave when they are finished and not have to wait for slower people (also the instructor does not have to wait to start class for all your participants to finish).
2) You should have more than one person come to the class if possible so you have help with distributing documents.
3)  Distribute Invitation to Participate, two Consent Forms, and any Questionnaires as one package before you start. (Have one copy of Consent Form stapled to Invitation for participants to keep.  Have the other copy loose.  Have the questionnaires (if any) stapled together separately from other documents.)
4)  Remind participants to pick up debriefing letter when they are finished.  
Remember – All use of Psychology 100 Participant Pool must go through the Psychology 100 Participant Pool Coordinator, Cheryl Campana x2007tio@stfx.ca.

Sample In-class Recruiting Script
Hi, my name is ___________________, I’m here to ask you to participate in a study that I’m conducting for my Psychology [### Course/Thesis].  The study is about [topic]. You will be asked to [short description of procedure]. Participation is confidential and voluntary. Also, you can withdraw any time if you change your mind by [explain how, e.g., leave answers blank; leave room, etc.]. There are no known risks to participation [if risks, describe]. This study has been cleared by the Departmental Ethics Committee, and it takes about [## mins.], so you would get experimental credit toward your Psych 100 class.  

You should take a few minutes to read the Invitation to Participate that we have distributed.
(Wait a few minutes for them to read.)
If you would like to participate, please fill out both copies of the Consent Form.  You will be keeping the one that is attached to the invitation and handing in the other.  We will come and collect the consent forms now.  
When you have completed the consent forms and passed one in, you can start the questionnaire (if another procedure is to be used, give participants instructions after consent forms are collected.)
If you do not want to participate, you can leave now and give us back the blank documents.
If you feel uncomfortable leaving now, you can just leave the documents blank and hand them in when everyone is done.

If there are questions that you don’t want to answer, or if you don’t want to continue participating, leave the questions blank.
When you are finished, please come to the front and hand in your questionnaires.  Don’t forget to take a debriefing letter before you leave.

