
PROPOSAL FOR HONOURS THESIS  
 
In what follows are some general guidelines for your thesis proposal. Ultimately, 
the content and form of your proposal is up to your advisor. You might want to 
show this sheet to your advisor and modify it. Your proposal will normally be 
about 10 pages long (including bibliography). 
 

1. What is your problem or question? Why is it an interesting or important 
question? 

 
2. How have others tried to formulate and answer this (or related) questions? 

 
3. How do you propose to explore this question? Why is your approach an 

improvement, or enhancement, of what has already been done in the area? 
 

4. What approach are you taking? (Is your thesis "very influenced by 
Foucault's notion of the panoptic"? Is it a "gender analysis that understands 
gender as interactionally achieved"? Does it seek "to review the efficacy of 
some social policy or program from a Marxian perspective?" Is it "highly 
informed by the work of Dorothy Smith"?, etc., etc.) 

 
5. How will you do your research? Will you interview people, inspect 

government documents, women's magazines, web-sites? Will you quantify 
your information and look for social patterns and correlations, or will you 
approach it interpretively? Why is your choice of approach a good one? 

 
6. What might your chapters look like? Are they to be structured around 

conceptual themes and issues or by the more empirical approach that uses 
the form of literature review, method, data collection, results, and 
conclusion? 

 
7. Are there ethical issues that arise in your thesis? How have they been 

address? If appropriate, have you submitted an ethics report to the Research 
Ethics Board for approval? 

 
8. Bibliography of textual sources you might use in your thesis. (You can 

always remove sources later if you list them and then don’t end up using 
them.) 

 
 

Developed by Dr. Patricia Cormack, 2004. 
 


